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CAROLINAS AVIATION MUSEUM PARTNERING WITH CITY OF CHARLOTTE, 
AIRPORT OFFICIALS TO EXPLORE NEW FACILITY OPTIONS 

 
Museum to temporarily suspend operations so current facility can be repurposed 

to meet increasing private-aviation needs  
 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina (Jan. 11, 2019) – Carolinas Aviation Museum and the City of Charlotte, along 

with Charlotte Douglas International Airport, today announced they are working together on plans for a 

new museum facility as the airport prepares to repurpose the museum’s existing location on airport 

property to serve the region’s growing private-aviation needs, in accordance with Federal Aviation 

Administration requirements. 

 

To prepare for the pending move, the museum will temporarily suspend some of its operations this 

summer. The museum’s staff is working with airport officials and aviation experts to safeguard and position 

elsewhere on airport property the aircraft in its collection, including the famous “Miracle on the Hudson” 

plane that has helped attract more than 70,000 visitors each year. 

 

“We have been in discussions about a new facility with city and airport officials for a couple of years now in 

the event that our current location would be needed for aviation purposes, which the FAA states must be 

the airport’s top priority,” said Carolinas Aviation Museum President Stephen Saucier. “Now we are 

accelerating our work with the airport and the city, and we look forward to sharing plans for an even better 

Carolinas Aviation Museum in the very near future.” 

 

Located at the end of Charlotte Douglas’ runway 5/23, Carolinas Aviation Museum has leased the 40,000-

square-foot hangar since 2010 from the city, which runs the airport under an operating certificate from the 

FAA. Saucier said that a conceptual design for a new facility has already been developed by Freeman Ryan 

Design, one of the world’s foremost authorities in creating compelling exhibitions, museums and visitor 

experiences. The goal now is to find a site out of several being evaluated that meets all the requirements for 

such a facility, ideally including airport ramp access to facilitate the transport of aircraft as part of the 

museum’s exhibits. 

 

“Carolinas Aviation Museum is an invaluable resource to our community,” added Saucier, “showcasing the 



Carolinas’ indelible connection to the history of aviation – from the Wright Brothers’ first flight at Kitty Hawk 

to the stirring events of the Miracle on the Hudson. We also strive to spark interest and cultivate 

learning about the science of flight among future generations, inspiring them to pursue STEM-related 

education and possible careers in the industry. As we continue planning for our new facility, we envision an 

economic catalyst for west Charlotte and the surrounding region, a must-see attraction for visitors to our 

city, and a rich cultural and educational resource for its citizens.” 

 

Saucier said the museum’s staff and board are working on details for the suspension of some of its 

operations and determining the potential impact on its approximately 15 employees, dozens of volunteers 

and hundreds of members. Conversations about a capital campaign to secure funding for the new facility 

have also begun. Carolinas Aviation Museum is a private, 501(c)3 non-profit organization that is funded by a 

combination of membership dues, visitor admission fees, grants and private donations.  

 

The announcement comes just days before Carolinas Aviation Museum hosts a celebration for the 10th 

anniversary of the Miracle on the Hudson, when Capt. Chesley Sullenberger safely landed US Airways Flight 

1549 in the Hudson River after the plane’s two engines failed upon striking a flock of geese shortly after 

takeoff from New York’s LaGuardia Airport. On Jan. 15, passengers, crew members, first responders and 

others involved that day will gather for a celebratory luncheon at the Charlotte Convention Center, then 

travel to Carolinas Aviation Museum for a planeside champagne toast at 3:31 p.m., commemorating 10 

years since the exact moment of the heroic event. 

 

About Carolinas Aviation Museum 

Carolinas Aviation Museum is Charlotte’s most uplifting destination, a place where visitors can be inspired 

by the everyday heroism of flight, learn about the science of aviation and its importance to our region, and 

experience the living history of flying through a wide variety of artifacts and aircraft. For more information, 

visit www.carolinasaviation.org. 

# # # 


